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LAPORTE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

Barbara Huston, President     Jan 2009—Dec 2012 
Michael Bohacek, Vice President    Jan 2007—Dec 2010 
Kenneth Layton       Jan 2009—Dec 2012 

 
 

LAPORTE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

Mark Yagelski, President     Jan 2007—Dec 2010 
Matthew Bernacchi      Jan 2009—Dec 2012 
Earl Cunningham      Jan 2007—Dec 2010 
Scott Ford       Jan 2009—Dec 2012 
Terry Garner       Jan 2007—Dec 2010 
Richard Mrozinski      Jan 2007—Dec 2010 
Lois Sosinski       Jan 2009—Dec 2012 
 

 
 

LAPORTE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH  
 

Michael Sandy, Chairperson    Jan 2007—Dec 2010 
Amarnath Agrawal, MD     Jan 2009—Dec 2012 
Rakesh Gupta, MD      Jan 2006—Dec 2009 
Michael Jones      Jan 2008—Dec 2011 
Doretha Sanders      Jan 2008—Dec 2011 
J. Willard Simcox      Jan 2009—Dec 2012 
Sherry Waters      Jan 2006—Dec 2009 
 

 
LAPORTE COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER 

 
Charles T. Janovsky, MD     Jan 2006—Dec 2009 

 
 
 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Paul E. Trost 
 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT ATTORNEY 

 

Christopher Willoughby 
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HEALTH   DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATION 
 

Charles T. Janovsky, MD, Health Officer 
Paul E. Trost, Administrator 

Lana Buckles, Chief Sanitarian/Michigan City Branch Manager 
Nancy L. Meehan, Administrative Assistant/Office Manager 

Joanne Hardacker, RN, Nursing Supervisor 
Tony Mancuso, Environmental Supervisor 

 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
 

Mary Allen, Vital Records Registrar 
Michelle Bealor, Environmental Health Services Secretary 

Julie Davies Downie, Vital Records Secretary 
Cynthia Ebert, Laboratorian    

Judy Erow, RN, Public Health Nurse 
Linda Fike, Environmental Health Services Secretary 

Kristen Gayheart, Vital Record Secretary   
Debra Holtzlander, Part-time Public Health Nurse 

Cheri Johnston, Food Environmentalist 
Ken Johnston, Environmental Health Specialist/Preparedness Planner 

Amanda Keane, Environmental Health Specialist  
Ann Klute, Environmental Planner/Health Educator 
Marcia Metzcus, RN, Part-time Public Health Nurse 
Patty Nocek, Environmental/Food Health Specialist 

Kimberly Rebich, RN, Public Health Nurse 
Debra Shelley, RN, Public Health Nurse 
Jennifer Smith, RN, Public Health Nurse 

Josephine Spicka, RN, Part-time Public Health Nurse  
Jayme Staggers, Vital Records Registrar 
Amy Tarnow, RN, Public Health Nurse 

Doris Wallace, Nursing Section Secretary 
Julie Wolf, Environmental Health Specialist 
Patricia Wozniak, Food Environmentalist 

 
 
 

INTERNS 
 

Jordan Amor – Environmental 
Karolina Grzesiak – GIS 

Hannah Rebich – Clerical 
Erin Rissler – Nursing 

Taylor Scarborough – Environmental 
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT OPERATION 
 

HEALTH BOARD: The LaPorte County Board of Health consists of seven (7) members 

who serve four-year terms on a staggered basis and are appointed by the LaPorte County 

Board of Commissioners. The Health Board elects its own officers each year. Michael 

Sandy was the President of the Health Board for 2009 

 

HEALTH OFFICER: The Health Officer serves a four-year term in a part-time capacity 

and is appointed by the Board of Health. In 2005 Dr. Charles T. Janovsky was reappointed 

by the Health Board to serve a second term, 2006 thru 2009.  

 

ADMINISTRATOR: The Administrator of the LaPorte County Health Department man-

ages the daily operations of the Health Department and is appointed by the Board of 

Health. The current administrator is Mr. Paul E. Trost and he has served in this position 

since June of 2002. 

 

STAFF: In 2009 the LaPorte County Health Department operated with a staff of 25 full-

time employees, 3 part-time employees, and 5 interns.   

 

DEPARTMENTS: The Health Department has seven sections that provide various ser-

vices to the LaPorte County area.  The following is a brief description of each section. 

 

VITAL RECORDS: Vital Records sections are located in both offices.  This section issues 

and maintains birth and death records dating back to 1882 for persons who were born or 

died in LaPorte County.  The section also does genealogy searches and maintains animal 

bite reports. 

 

NURSING SERVICES: Located in both offices, our Nursing section offers immuniza-

tions, communicable disease control and investigation, lead screening, pregnancy testing 

and counseling, tuberculosis testing and counseling, blood profile screenings, HIV/AIDS 

testing and counseling, and some travel immunizations. The section also provides STD 

testing and counseling in conjunction with the Franklin Clinic in Michigan City and Com-

munity Health Center in LaPorte. 

 

ON-SITE SEWAGE SYSTEM (OSS): The OSS Section is located in the LaPorte office 

and issues septic permits for new construction and for repairs to older septic systems.  The 

section also investigates complaints regarding failed septic systems. 
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WATER LABORATORY: The Water Laboratory is located in the LaPorte office and 

tests water samples from drinking water sources, surface water sources including area 

bathing beaches, and public swimming pools, spas, and whirlpools.  The following tests are 

offered on water samples: Total Coliform with E. coli confirmation, E. coli (for surface wa-

ter), lead, nitrate, nitrite, iron, phosphorus, and suspended solids. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL: The Environmental section is located in the LaPorte Office.  This 

section investigates complaints and advises residents on a variety of topics such as sub-

standard housing, rodent/vector infestation and harborage, open burning, trash and gar-

bage, unsanitary living conditions and hazardous waste.  The section also inspects and is-

sues permits for public and semi-public pools and spas. 

 

FOOD: Located in the Michigan City office, the Food section inspects and issues permits 

to food vendors such as restaurants, grocery stores, convenience stores, and mobile and 

temporary food vendors.  The section also investigates food-related complaints and con-

ducts food sanitation classes. 

 

EMERGENCY PREPARDNESS: Located in the LaPorte Office this new grant funded 

position of Emergency Preparedness Coordinator is charged with the responsibility of de-

veloping plans for all types of health emergencies and to coordinate this activity with all 

other community, district and state agencies. 
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